FASHION IN PARIS.                       59

appeared, to French notions, very strange indeed;
the Parisian exquisites could hardly believe that
they saw before them the Lovelace, the fieur des
pois of English society, of whom they had heard
BO much.

Those who, like myself, are old enough to recol-
lect the beautiful Lady Blessington in her brightest
days, can remember that she always wore a peculiar
costume, chosen, with artistic taste to suit exactly
her style of beauty. The cap she was in the habit
of wearing has been drawn in Chalon's portrait of
her, well known from the print in the Keepsake,
and in all the shop windows of the day. It was
" a mob-cap " behind, drawn in a straight line over
the forehead, where, after a slight fulness on each
temple, giving it a little the appearance of wings, it
was drawn down close over the cheeks, and fastened
under the chin. Nothing could have been more cun-
ningly devised to show off the fine brow and beauti-
fully-shaped oval face of the deviser, or to conceal
the too great width of the cheeks, and a premature
development of double chin. Lady Blessington had
also a style of dress suitable to her figure, which
was full, but then not " of o'er-grown bulk.'* She
always wore white in the morning, a thick muslin
dress, embroidered in front and lined with some
bright colour, and a large silk bonnet and cloak
to match. This was her costume in London, but,
on her arrival in Paris, two or three French ladies
got hold of her, declared she was horriblement
fagot6e, and insisted on having her dressed in quite
a different style by a fashionable modiste; they
managed so completely to transform her that, in
the opinion of myself and all who had seen her ineyes, and his tout ensemble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